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able figures of Ins age, notwithstanding the badness of
his cause ; a statesman endowed with firmness, dignity,
modesty, and the gift, so hard to define but so sensible
in operation, of imposing his authority upon his hearers.
The Tories, so early as 1728, were joined by a small'
group of malcontent Whigs, headed by William Pul-
teney, who presently became "bho leader of the coalition
against Walpolo in the Commons, as Carteret was in the
House of Lords, 'Pultenoy left the main body of the
Whigs in disgust at not receiving either the office or the
confidence to which ho justly considered that his talents
entitled him, According to one story, Walpole soon
discovered that ho had made a mistake, and immediately
endeavoured to repair it by proposing to make him
Secretary of State, but I'ultoney's self-love had been too
deeply wounded, Another version is, that during the
conflict between Townshend and Carteret in 1724, Wal-
pole discovered that Fultoney was intriguing with Car-
teret, and resolved that as ho had chosen to try to gain
entrance by that door, the key of the other should be
finally turned upon him, Whatever the cause, he went
into strong opposition, He was a fine speaker, abound-
ing in sharp epigram and cutting wit, prompt in debate,
full of animation and fire, and a master in all the arts of
parliamentary attack. But even friendly contemporaries
agree that his shining gifts wore rained by uncertainty
and instability of mind. "It would be endless," says Ches-
terfield on one occasion, " to give you an account of the
various sallies and extravagances of Pultcnoy, which
change oftonor than the wind." Hervey describes him
as " vindictive, born with little passions, unequal and
uneven, sometimei in vary high and sometimes in very of Oarfcerot, the novelist says that Bolingbroke waH tho only
